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COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL GRANTS PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan � Minister for Environment) [3.40 pm]: I wish to advise 
the house that I have announced $1.53 million in state government funding to community environmental and 
conservation groups and individuals throughout Western Australia. The funding is the first instalment of the 
four-year, $6 million community environmental grants program that was promised by the Liberal Party prior to 
the state election. The grants recognise the enormous contribution community-based organisations make to the 
protection of the state�s environment and the conservation of the nature of Western Australia. Although priority 
was given to projects sponsored by community and not-for-profit organisations, private landowners and local 
governments were also among the grant recipients. More than 280 applications were received, and, of those, 140 
projects have been funded in this first round of the grants program. Grants were made in seven categories, 
including major conservation and environment organisations; fauna rescue and rehabilitation; biodiversity 
conservation; private landholders; regional parks and the Bush Forever program; sustainable catchment 
management; and nature appreciation in natural areas.  

This is just one area in which the government is acting at the grassroots level to protect the environment. I advise 
the house that yesterday marked National Threatened Species Day, recognised every 7 September to 
commemorate the death of the last Tasmanian tiger in Hobart Zoo in 1936. The Department of Environment and 
Conservation, along with Kings Park and Botanic Garden and the Perth Zoo, are at the front line with programs 
to counter the decline in species. Over the past year, $4.5 million has been invested in 42 projects aimed at 
protecting threatened species and their communities. This includes the recent allocation of $600 000 to create a 
400-hectare predator-free enclosure for the woylie in the south west, and $250 000 for the critically endangered 
western swamp tortoise, through Natural Resource Management funding. In addition to this, the Western Shield 
program, which involves fox and feral cat control, has operated on more than 3.9 million hectares of 
conservation reserve and state forest. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


